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È This session is going to look at Visual Studio 

2010.

ÁBeta 2, There will be an RC in the coming weeks

ÁThe release slipped from March 22 by óa few weeksô

È How can you leverage the Visual Studio 2010 

Beta(s)

ÁVPCs are limited

ÁThere are many Betaôs not just Visual Studio

È Part of the focus is not just the Visual Studio 

Beta, but working with Beta software effectively



È We are in a Microsoft Release Wave

ÁThe wave will peak and come to shore mid-2010

ÁWindows 7/ Windows Server 2008

ÁVisual Studio 2010

ÁOffice 2010 (including SharePoint) 

ÁSilverlight 3 is still new, 4 arrives this Spring

Áupdated Expression tools, SQL Server 2008 R2, é

ÁPlus new concepts like Azure and online solutions

È The list continues, will this wave crash on you? 

or will you ride the wave?



È Beta software can be useful
ÁYou can often deploy solutions based on Beta or RC 

products ïMicrosoft GoLive Licensing

ÁYou can always create internal solutions based on 
Beta/RC

È Gives you a chance to keep up with your 
professional skills as new technology launches
ÁThis is important and a key reason for getting 

involved in a beta

È Allows you to find the best long term solution 
for something built with todayôs tools



È You donôt want to install Beta software on your 

main ómachineô

Á It can break things that currently work

Á It never upgrades correctly and rarely uninstalls 

correctly

ÁNew releases show up more frequently then most of 

our development schedules so it expires quickly

ÁMost of us donôt have a spare physical machine we 

can rebuild to install next update

È Common answer in the past: VPC (or VM)



È Both VM Ware and VPC provide a good 

solution (Desktop focus here not Hyper-V)

ÁBuild a virtual environment and then use that to host 

the beta software

ÁCan run side by side with your main OS

Á Is portable between machines

ÁIs a performance Dogé at times unusable

È Even in the best cases a VPC just doesnôt have 

enough power for real work



È Builds on the VPC implementation, but 

removes the underlying OS

ÁBoot into the virtual machine

ÁVHDôs on your system (or external eSata)

ÁGives you close to full system performance

ÁLimits portability ïVHD is mapped to your hardware 

(part of performance advantage)

ÁAllows for easy ótear-downô replacement based on 

baseline image

ÁLimits use of license keys for short lived 

environments



È Came out during the Windows 7 Beta
Á Lots of posts out there have extra steps that were needed 

during Beta

Á Avoid these there is a new CScript that does the job

È Scott Hanselman has the complete solution but its 
split in two posts (Bing: Hanselman VHD Boot)
ÁNewer post (Step by Step) illustrates new MSDN tool 

(demo tonight)

ÁOlder post has still valid BCDEdit instructions youôll need 
but does manual creation process

È MSDN has the Windows Image to Virtual Hard 
Disk Converter 
(code.msdn.microsoft.com/WIM2VHD) 



È Windows 7 allows for a VHD to be mapped as 
a drive on your system.
ÁRight click on ócomputerô select óManageô and go to 

the Disk Management in the Computer Management 
console.

ÁOn the far right pane select More Actions from the 
Actions pane and select either Create or Attach 
VHD.

ÁYouôll need to recognize the VHD and assign it a 
drive letter.

You should only do this if manually creating a bootable VHD 
something Iôm going to show you how to avoid.

È Boot to VHD leverages this capability.



È To automate the process of creating a VHD 

uses 2 tools

ÁWIM2VHD ïthis is a CScript which handles file 

creation 

ÁMicrosoft Automated Installation Kit (AIK) for 

Windows 7 ï1.5 Gig download from Microsoft

È You only need to install the AIK on the machine 

where you want to run WIM2VHD

ÁAn admin tool and we can bypass most of its details


